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Public  Health  Department, 
Walsall  Street, 

WlLLENHALL, 

Staffs. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WlLLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1962. 

My  only  comments  on  the  vital  statistics,  in  addition  to  those 
in  the  back  of  the  Report,  are  to  note  that  although  the  Infant 
Mortality  rate  is  somewhat  higher  than  last  year’s  low  record,  it  is 
still  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which — in  its  turn — has, 
this  year,  its  own  record  low.  Although  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  has  yet  again  increased,  this  is  only  commensurate  with  the 
increased  birth  rate  for  the  electorate.  It  may  also  be  noted  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  approximately  one  third  (of  last 
year’s  total)  of  the  deaths  from  cancer,  but  one  cannot  pin-point 
this  to  any  particular  anatomical  site  :  it  is  a  general  rise. 

You  will,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  doubtless  still  have  clear 
recollections  of  the  smallpox  scare  of  the  early  months  of  the  year. 
The  advent  of  air  travel  has  much  increased  the  possibility  of 
sporadic  cases  of  this  disease  being  able  to  enter  the  country,  for 
whereas  previously,  travel  by  sea  from  the  endemic  countries  usually 
took  longer  than  the  incubation  period  of  smallpox  (12  days), 
nowadays  this  is — of  course — far  from  being  so  in  the  case  of  air 
travel.  Whatever  the  medical  arguments — and  there  are  genuine 
medical  arguments  ! — for  and  against  wholesale  vaccination  in 
infancy,  one  good  reason  for  having  it  done  is  that  it  does  avoid  the 
severe  reactions  that  often  occur  with  primary  vaccination  in  adult 
life. 


Such  incidents  (as  occurred  in  February)  involve  much  expen¬ 
diture  of  time  and  effort  by  all  the  Staff  of  the  Department. 
Fortunately,  in  this  instance,  no  case  of  smallpox  developed  in  the 
area,  and — very  commendably — there  was  no  public  panic.  (As 
an  aside  I  think  the  following  caustic  comment  in  a  Ministry 
Circular  is  worth  repeating  : — 

“A  doctor  who  examined  the  original  case  was  last  vaccinated 
in  1951.  He  now  has  smallpox”  !  !) 
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As  you  will  observe  from  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  this  has  continued  to  be 
very  efficiently  and  energetically  administered  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  Mr.  Lowbridge,  to  whom  I  again  pay  tribute  for  his  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  end  by  thanking  the  remainder  of  the  staff  for  their  continued 
assistance,  and  again — Mr.  Chairman  and  Members — my  grateful 
thanks  are  due  to  you  all  for  your  help  and  loyalty  in  forwarding 
the  progress  of  the  Department’s  activities. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  C.  GUBBINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  .  .  2,834 

Population  : 

(a)  1961  Census  .  .  .  .  .  .  32,352 

(b)  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-year  1962  .  33,750 

Population  density  per  acre  .  .  .  11.91 

Rateable  Value  of  district  at  1.6.62  .  .  .  £416,461 

General  Rate  (1962-63)  .  .  .  .  £1.  2s.  8d 

No.  of  houses  on  Rate  Book  at  1st  June,  1962  : 

Houses  .  .  .  10,348 

Houses  and  Surgeries  .  .  .  10 

Houses  and  Shops  .  .  .  252 

Houses  and  Offices  .  .  .  10 

Houses  and  Workshops  .  .  .  30 

Private  Hotels  and  Guest  Houses  .  4 

Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  83 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1982 

(Figures  in  brackets  indicate  1961  statistics) 


Births 


Live  Births 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  . 

687 

361 

326 

Illegitimate . 

31 

16 

15 

Total 

718 

377 

341 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  21.21 

Comparability  factor  for  births  :  0.93 

Corrected  BIRTH  RATE  19.73  (17.12) 
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Still  Births 


Total  Males  Females 


Legitimate  ..  .10  6  4 

Illegitimate .  11- 

Total  .  11  7  4 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  :  15.32  (25.34) 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  0.33 

Deaths 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  (all  causes)  329  194  135 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  9.75 


Comparability  factor  for  deaths 

1.48 

Corrected  DEATH  RATE 

14.43  (13.11 

Maternal  Deaths 

Nil 

MATERNAL  DEATH  RATE 

Nil  (Nil) 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  . 

14 

10 

4 

Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

14 

10 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one 

year  of 

age  per 

1,000  live  births 

19.50  (16 

Infant  deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age 

Total 

Males 

7  Tmales 

Legitimate  . 

6 

5 

1 

Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

6 

5 

1 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  per  1,000 

live  births  .  .  .  .  8.36  (11.82) 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  population  of  Willenhall  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  was  33,750  ;  an  increase  of  1,240  compared  with  the 
mid-year  estimate  of  32,510  for  1961.  The  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  for  1962  was  389,  compared  with  300  in  1961. 

Births 

During  1962  there  were  718  live  births.  Of  these  there  were 
31  illegitimate  births,  comprising  4.32%  of  the  total  births, 
compared  with  4.73%  in  1961  and  4.17%  in  1960. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  was  21.21,  which  is  a 
further  increase  on  the  rate  for  1961  which  was  18.21.  The 
comparability  factor  for  births  is  0.93,  which  gives  a  corrected  or 
standardised  birth  rate  of  19.73  which  is  comparable  with  a  rate  of 
18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  11  still  births  in  1962,  a  percentage  of  1.53  of  the 
total  births,  compared  with  a  percentage  of  2.53  in  1961. 

The  still  birth  rate  expressed  per  1,000  total  births  was  15.32. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
births  was  18.1. 

Deaths 

There  were  329  deaths  in  1962.  The  death  rate  was  9.75  per 
1,000  population,  compared  with  rates  of  8.98  and  10.13  for  1961 
and  1960  respectively.  Applying  the  comparability  factor  of  1.48 
for  deaths  to  this  crude  death  rate,  a  standardised  or  corrected 
death  rate  of  14.43  is  obtained,  which  compares  with  a  rate  of  13.11 
for  1961  and  11.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  from  Certain  Causes 

The  last  column  of  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
deaths  from  certain  causes  during  the  year  and  a  comparison  is 
made  with  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  three  years  : — 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Cardio-vascular  diseases 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 

99 

120 

87 

109 

system  . 

40 

39 

42 

38 

Cancer  .  . 

44 

68 

55 

72 

Bronchitis  . 

23 

27 

25 

30 

Pneumonia 

18 

9 

19 

16 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

4 

1 

— 

4 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death 

The  principal  causes  of  death  during  1962  were,  again,  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  bloodvessels  (including  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system)  cancer  and  bronchitis. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Bloodvessels 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  bloodvessels  together  accounted  for 
147  deaths,  44.68%  of  the  total  deaths,  compared  with  44.18%  of 
the  total  deaths  in  1961. 

Cancer 

Cancer  caused  72  deaths  compared  with  55  in  the  preceding 
year.  In  the  ten-year  period  1953-1962  deaths  from  cancer  averaged 
56  annually.  Of  these  72  cancer  deaths,  12  were  due  to  cancer  of 
the  stomach,  16  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  (compared  with 
17  in  1961  and  20  in  1960),  9  to  cancer  of  the  breast,  3  to  cancer  of 
the  uterus  and  32  to  cancer  of  other  sites,  the  total  being  approxi¬ 
mately  21%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  caused  4  deaths  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
due  to  the  pulmonai*y  form  of  the  disease.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  this  cause  during  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  Violent  Causes 

There  were  19  deaths  from  violent  causes,  4  of  which  were  due 
to  motor  vehicle  accidents,  10  to  other  accidents  and  5  to  suicide. 
This  number  of  19  compares  with  last  year’s  total  of  20. 

Age  at  Death 

Of  the  total  deaths  recorded  201  or  61%  occurred  in  persons 
aged  65  years  and  over,  compared  with  a  rate  of  62%  in  1961. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  14  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  there  being 
an  increase  of  4  deaths  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  of  10.  There 
were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
for  the  year  was  19.5,  compared  with  rates  of  16.89  in  1961  and 
27.78  in  1960.  This  rate  of  19.5  compares  with  a  rate  of  21.4  for 
England  and  Wales — which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this 
country. 

Of  these  14  deaths  occurring  under  one  year,  6  did  not  survive 
beyond  the  first  month  of  life,  the  neo-natal  mortality  rate  thus 
being  8.36,  compared  with  11.82  in  1961. 
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This  rate  of  8.36  compares  with  a  rate  of  15.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Reference  to  Table  IV  on  page  40  shows  the  causes  of  infant 
deaths  at  different  age  periods  under  one  year.  The  commonest 
causes  of  infant  deaths  were  prematurity  and  pneumonia. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  again  no  maternal  deaths  in  1962. 

SECTION  B. 

PREVALANCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

There  were  only  56  notifications  of  infectious  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  the  general  incidence  being 
considerably  lower  than  the  previous  year  when  notifications 
numbered  698. 

This  decrease  was  due  mainly  to  the  measles  notifications  which 
numbered  21,  compared  with  653  in  the  previous  year. 

Whooping  Cough 

Notifications  of  this  disease  numbered  2,  compared  with  7  in 
1961  and  40  in  1960. 

Pneumonia 

Pneumonia  notifications  also  numbered  2,  compared  with  9 
last  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  6  notifications  of  this  disease,  compared  with  7  in 
1961. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  this  year,  compared  with 
3  confirmed  cases  in  1961. 

Other  notifications  included  3  cases  of  dysentery  and  22  cases 
of  food  poisoning. 

Smallpox 

During  the  early  part  of  1962  we  had  some  contacts  of  a  case 
of  smallpox  who  attended  a  cinema  show  in  a  neighbouring 
authority,  especially  given  for  Pakistanis  and  Indians.  Each  of 
these  contacts  was  vaccinated  and  kept  under  close  surveillance 
until  the  expiry  of  the  incubation  period.  None  of  the  contacts 
developed  the  disease. 
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Influenza 

There  were  4  deaths  from  this  cause  during  1962,  compared 
with  7  in  1961. 


Tuberculosis 

At  the  end  of  1962  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the 
register  was  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  237  165  402 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  37  33  70 

Daring  the  year  23  names  were  removed  from  the  register  for 
the  following  reasons  : — 


Recovered  .  14 

Left  District  .  4 

Died  5 


There  were  18  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  1962,  15  of  which 
were  due  to  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  and  3  to  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  compares  with  14  new  cases  in  1961 
and  17  in  1960. 

In  the  ten-year  period  1953-1962  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
averaged  24  annually. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  this  cause,  all  of  which  were  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease 
in  1961. 

The  table  on  page  42  shows  the  new  cases  notified  and  the 
deaths  from  this  disease  for  the  past  40-odd  years. 


SECTION  C. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Local  “Health  Authority”  Services 

These  are  provided  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  and 
comprise  the  following  : — 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

2.  Midwifery 

3.  Health  Visiting 

4.  Home  Nursing 

5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

6.  Ambulance  Service 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

8.  Domestic  Help 

9.  Mental  Health 
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For  the  purpose  of  administering  the  above  services,  the 
County  is  divided  into  nine  "areas”  with  an  area  Medical  Officer 
advising  each  Area  Committee.  Willenhall  is  a  constituent 
authority  of  No.  9  Area,  which  also  includes  the  Boroughs  of 
Bilston  and  Wednesbury  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Darlaston  and 
Wednesfield,  and  has  a  total  population  of  approximately  158,140. 
This  Local  Authority  has  three  representatives  on  the  Area 
Committee. 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Ante-nataJ  Clinics.  There  are  two  ante-natal  clinics,  one  at 
Walsall  Street  Clinic  on  Friday  afternoons  weekly,  and  the  other 
at  Short  Heath  Clinic  on  the  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Tuesday  afternoon 
of  each  month  (when  there  is  a  5th  Tuesday). 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  These  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Walsall  Street  Clinic— Wednesday  afternoons 
Short  Heath  Clinic  — Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons 

Portobello  Clinic  —1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoons  of 

each  month. 

Clinics  for  School  Children.  Minor  ailment  clinics  are  held  at 
Walsall  Street  Clinic  on  Monday  and  Friday  mornings.  A  doctor 
attends  on  Mondays.  Such  clinics  are  also  held  at  Short  Heath  on 
Friday  mornings,  a  doctor  attending  alternate  weeks.  An  Eye 
Clinic  is  held  at  the  Walsall  Street  Clinic  on  Monday  afternoons. 
In  addition  to  these  clinics,  dental  sessions  are  held  at  Short  Heath 
Clinic. 

Day  Nurseries.  There  is  one  Day  Nursery  in  the  District  at 
the  Memorial  Park,  with  accommodation  for  fifty  children. 

2.  Midwifery 

At  31st  December,  1962,  there  were  4  domiciliary  midwives 
employed  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  practising  in  the 
district.  Hospital  accommodation  is  arranged  by  either  the 
General  Practitioners  or  the  Medical  Officer  attending  the  ante¬ 
natal  clinics — on  medical  grounds  ;  or  by  the  local  Health  Visitors — 
on  sociological  grounds. 

3.  Health  Visiting 

There  were  3  Health  Visitors  working  in  the  district  at  31st 
December,  1962.  These  ladies  also  attend  the  various  "County” 
Clinics.  Their  headquarters  are  at  the  Clinic,  Walsall  Street, 
Willenhall. 
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4.  Home  Nursing 

There  are  4  district  nurses  operating  in  the  district,  the  functions 
of  the  Willenhall  District  Nursing  Association  in  respect  of  home 
nursing  having  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council  since  1948. 


5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  usually  carried  out  by  the 
local  General  Practitioners.  Immunisation  of  children  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  poliomyelitis  is  performed  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  each  week,  mostly  on  children  between  the 
ages  of  three  to  twelve  months  old. 

Immunisation  of  school  children  against  diphtheria  (the  large 
majority  of  whom  have  already  been  immunised)  is  carried  out  at 
special  school  sessions,  at  fairly  regular  intervals  by  the  County 
Medical  Officers.  Reinforcing  doses  are  given  at  the  ages  of  five  to 
ten  years  at  these  school  sessions. 

Vaccination  in  connection  with  poliomyelitis  was  available  to 
persons  up  to  40  years  of  age  at  specially  arranged  evening  clinics. 


6.  Ambulance  Services 

Ambulance  facilities  for  this  area  are  available  at  the  main 
ambulance  station,  Richards  Street,  Darlaston.  The  telephone 
number  is  James  Bridge  2591/2,  and  a  24-hour  service  is  available, 
all  emergency  calls  for  service  should  be  telephoned  to  the  Radio 
Station,  Telephone  No.  TIPton  3121. 


7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 

Care  and  after-care  is  undertaken  by  a  Social  Worker  and  an 
area  Welfare  Officer,  both  centred  on  Wolverhampton.  The 
former  attends  to  such  matters  as  the  provision  of  convalescent 
homes  treatment,  extra  nourishment,  clothing,  financial  help,  etc. 
whilst  the  latter  official  is  more  directly  concerned  in  the  care  of  the 
aged  and  infirm,  and  also  works  in  co-operation  with  voluntary 
agencies  for  the  care  of  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  for  whom  there  are 
training  facilities  and  workshops,  etc.,  at  Wolverhampton  and 
Walsall.  Hostels  for  the  aged  are  provided  by  the  County  at 
Lichfield  and  Cannock.  The  basic  principle  of  all  these  services, 
i.e.,  prevention  of  illness — is  manifested  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Visitors. 
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8.  Domestic  Help 

A  home  help  service  is  available  and  administered  by  the  Area 
Medical  Officer,  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury,  telephone  number 
Wednesbury  0961/2.  The  service  is  available  for  cases  of  illness, 
confinement,  expectant  mothers,  mentally  defective  and  aged 
persons.  The  number  of  home  helps  in  the  “area”  at  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1962,  was  109,  of  whom  31  were  resident  in  Willenhall. 

9.  Mental  Health 

The  Area  Health  Committee  maintains  a  Special  Training 
Centre  at  Bilston  which  is  available  to  Willenhall  children  who  are 
considered  ineducable  at  school.  There  is  also  a  Practical  Training 
Centre  at  Shepwell  Green,  Willenhall,  for  persons  of  higher  age 
groups. 

Other  Health  Services  are  as  follows 
Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  required  by  General  Practitioners 
and  by  the  Public  Health  Department  are  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Martin  Street,  Stafford.  Chemical  examina¬ 
tions — food,  water,  etc., — are  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst, 
County  Buildings,  Stafford. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  within  the  Urban  District,  but  the 
following  is  a  list  of  hospitals  available  to  the  inhabitants  which, 
with  the  exception  of  Kingswinford  Isolation  Hospital,  are  situated 
within  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  the  Urban  District. 


Infectious  Diseases  .  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  Wednesbury 

(including  Smallpox). 

Kingswinford  Isolation  Hospital. 

General .  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 


New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 
General  Hospital,  Walsall. 

Manor  Hospital,  Walsall. 

Eye  Infirmary,  Wolverhampton. 

Maternity  .  .  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall. 

New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 
Women’s  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 


Accident  Prevention 

Publicity  for  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home  continues 
as  in  previous  years  in  the  display  of  posters  in  the  clinics  and 
elsewhere. 
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SECTION  D. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

During  the  year  no  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the 
above  Act. 


SECTION  E. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
Water  Supply 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  supplies 
water  to  the  area,  which  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  water  from  sources 
of  distribution  to  the  area  and  from  houses  in  the  district  have 
given  satisfactory  results. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Summary  of  Results  of  Bacteriological  Examinations 

Total  number  of  Presumptive  coliform  organisms  per  100  ml. 
Samples  taken 

0  1-2  3-10  Over  10 

414  406  4  2  2 

Figures  are  not  available  giving  the  proportion  of  dwelling 
houses  supplied  direct  from  the  mains,  as  apart  from  those  supplied 
by  standpipes. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

No  developments  of  note  occurred  during  the  year  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  above. 


Health  in  Factories 

The  return  made  on  Form  572  in  respect  of  Parts  I  and  VIII 
of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948,  is  reproduced  at  the  back  of 
this  report. 
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SECTION  F. 


HOUSING 

The  Housing  Manager  has  kindly  provided  the  following 
information  : — 

Number  of  dwellings  built  and  completed  by  Local 


Authority  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  160 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  persons  .  355 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  under  post-war 

Housing  Programme  by  the  end  of  1962  .  2,578 

Total  number  of  Council  dwellings  in  district  by  the 

end  of  1962  .  4,615 

Number  of  families  rehoused  because  of  overcrowding  45 

Number  of  families  rehoused  because  of  Tuberculosis  — 

Number  of  families  rehoused  from  houses  upon  which) 

a  demolition  order  was  operative  .  .  . >  116 

Number  of  families  rehoused  from  Clearance  Areas  . \ 


The  Council’s  points  scheme  for  the  allocation  of  houses  makes 
allowance  for  the  consideration  of  medical  conditions  in  awarding 
points,  and  in  this  connection  close  co-operation  was  maintained 
with  the  Housing  Manager.  Each  case  was  considered  separately, 
on  its  merits. 
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SECTION  G. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS 

Details  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
meat  and  other  foods  is  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  22  notifications  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  .  .  .  2 


(b)  Number  of  cases  .  .  .  .  22 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  .  .  .  .  1 


(d)  Organisms  or  other  agents 
responsible  with  number 
of  outbreaks  attributable 
to  each 

(e)  Foods  involved,  with 
number  of  outbreaks 
associated  with  each  food 

The  first  of  these  outbreaks  occurred  in  the  middle  part  of  the 
year,  and  was  an  extension  of  an  outbreak  in  a  neighbouring  local 
authority.  Pork  pie  proved  to  be  the  infected  food,  the  baking 
firm  responsible  having  two  shops  in  Willenhall.  Several  of  the 
food  poisoning  cases  were  employed  at  these  shops.  Symptoms 
were  severe  in  the  elderly  and  resulted  in  one  death.  Prompt 
notification  enabled  us  to  confiscate  part  of  a  pork  pie,  which  was 
then  analysed.  Further  comments  on  this  occurrence  will  be 
found  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  second  outbreak  occurred  at  the  same  time,  there  being 
only  three  notifications,  and  all  in  one  family.  The  suspected  food 
was  piessed  chawl. 


J  Salmonella 
\  typhimurium 
(  Salmonella 
.)  heidelberg 

Pork  Pie  and 

cream  cakes . 

?  Pressed  chawl 


1  outbreak 
1  outbreak 

1  outbreak 
1  outbieak 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Walsall  Street, 

WlLLENHALL, 

Staffs. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WlLLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  as  far  as  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  is  concerned,  embraces  the  environment  in 
which  we  live,  work  or  play. 

It  is  not  customary  to  talk  of  one  phase  as  being  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  another — the  many  facets  of  environment  have  different 
characteristics  and  it  is  detrimental  to  carry  out  one  sphere  of 
work  to  the  exclusion  of  another. 

To  achieve  the  same  measure  of  progress  at  one  time  in 
environmental  work  would  require  heavy  demands  upon  Staff 
which,  these  days,  is  expensive  and  difficult  to  obtain. 

Since  the  war  Housing  has  featured  prominently  as  indeed  it 
must  until  the  remaining  slums  have  been  cleared.  A  start  was 
made  in  1947  towards  demolishing  some  2,000  unfit  houses.  By 
the  end  of  the  year,  942  houses  had  been  demolished  and,  providing 
the  Council  is  not  prevented  from  continuing  its  work  on  slum 
clearance  by  the  implementation  of  the  Boundary  Commission’s 
proposals,  there  are  indications  that  the  rate  of  removal  of  the 
remaining  houses  will  be  intensified. 

The  improvement  of  houses  by  means  of  Standard  and  Discre¬ 
tionary  Grants  is  disappointing — it  is  likely  to  continue  so  until  a 
greater  measure  of  compulsion  is  applied. 

Air  pollution  continues  to  figure  prominently  as  indeed  it  must 
in  towns  of  high  domestic  and  industrial  density.  In  keeping  with 
a  report  of  the  Working  Party  set  up  by  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  the  Council  revised  its  system 
of  measuring  air  pollution.  The  demands  made  upon  the  staff 
on  other  aspects  of  work  in  the  Department  has  limited  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  on  the  formation  of  smoke  control  areas. 
Steps  were,  however,  undertaken  to  formulate  smoke  control  areas 
at  Short  Heath  and  Lane  Head. 
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It  is  difficult  at  present  to  visualise  what  the  smokeless  fuel 
supply  position  will  be  in  the  years  ahead.  There  are  indications 
that  domestic  users  are  tending  to  depart  somewhat,  particularly 
when  choosing  new  accommodation,  from  the  traditional  solid  fuel 
fire.  It  is  becoming  of  increasing  concern  and  importance  that  an 
accurate  assessment  should  be  made  of  the  future  fuel  supplies — 
coke,  gas,  oil  or  electricity — as  soon  as  possible.  Local  Authorities 
have  a  responsibility  when  insisting  upon  particular  forms  of 
heating,  to  see  that  the  fuel  will  be  available. 

Inspection  of  food  premises  has  been  maintained  to  enable  a 
reasonable  standard  to  be  upheld.  Difficulty  is  often  met  in 
premises  which  are  scheduled  for  demolition  or  redevelopment  as 
there  is  an  obvious  reluctance  to  spend  money  on  improvements 
where  the  future  life  of  premises  is  uncertain. 

I  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Councillor  C.  W.  Wolverson,  all  my  fellow  officers  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  R.  C.  Gubbins,  for  their  helpfulness  at  all 
times.  My  Deputy,  Mr.  B.  M.  G.  Roger  and  the  Inspectors  and 
clerical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  have  carried  out  their 
duties  conscientiously  and  I  thank  them  for  the  assistance  which 
they  have  given  me  under  all  circumstances. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  E.  T.  LOWBRIDGE. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector . 
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HOUSING 


Slum  clearance  in  Willenhall  commenced  before  the  war  and 
has  continued  since  and  1962  saw  an  intensification  in  the  removal 
of  unfit  houses.  During  the  year  235  houses  were  demolished  but 
most  of  the  families  were  rehoused  prior  to  1962.  Since  1947  a  total 
of  942  houses  have  been  demolished. 

During  the  year,  Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  and  Under¬ 
takings  were  made  in  respect  of  houses  at  the  following  addresses  : — 

168,  Coltham  Road 
85,  Walsall  Street 
3,  Lucknow  Road 
1,  Lucknow  Road 
176,  Clarkes  Lane 
97,  Wood  Street 
3,  Ct.  1  New  Road 
31,  New  Road 
73,  New  Road 
3,  Pooles  Lane 
22,  Railway  Lane 
Croft  House,  Paik  Road 

Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  for  properties 
at  :  Sand  Beds,  The  Crescent  (Nos.  1  and  2),  Wednesfield  Road, 
Walsall  Road,  New  Road  (No.  1),  Leve  Lane  and  Doctors  Piece. 

During  the  year  the  Council  had  under  consideration  areas 
at  : — 


Raglan  Street  No.  1 
Bloxwich  Road  North 
Lichfield  Road  Nos.  1  and  2 
New  Road  No.  3 
Union  Street  Nos  1  and  2 
Clemson  Street 
Gomer  Street  No.  3 
Peel  Street  No.  2 
Chapel  Street 

The  Public  Health  Committee,  of  course,  considers  houses 
which  are  represented  and  the  Housing  Development  Committee 
scrutinises  the  areas  which  are  likely  to  be  capable  of  redevelopment. 
With  considerable  slum  clearance  taking  place,  particularly  near  the 
town  centre,  it  is  important  that  the  fullest  use  should  be  made  of 
the  vacant  sites. 
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In  addition  to  building  taking  place  on  the  North  and  South 
sides  of  High  Street,  Portobello,  proposals  are  being  made  to  build 
at  Gomer  Street  West  site  now  that  it  is  cleared  of  unfit  houses. 

During  the  past  year  the  Council  continued  to  allocate  75%  of 
Council  houses  for  slum  clearance.  Previous  to  this  the  Council 
allocated  25%  from  1948  to  September,  1955,  and  from  then  to 
November,  1957,  the  allocation  was  50%. 

Action  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  unfit 
houses  was  as  follows  : — 

Houses 


Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  4 

Closing  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Undertakings  signed  by  owners  in  lieu  of  Demolition 

or  Closing  Orders  .  .  .  .  6 

Clearance  Orders  confirmed  by  Ministry  .  .  43 

Number  of  privately  owned  houses  which  were  subject 
to  Demolition,  Closure  or  Clearance  Orders  and 
the  tenants  rehoused  .  .  .  .  109 

Number  of  Council  owned  houses  which  were  closed 

and  the  tenants  rehoused  .  .  .  6 

Dwelling  houses  demolished  .  .  .  .  235 

Persons  displaced  and  rehoused  .  .  .  289 


The  attached  table  shows  the  total  dealt  with  since  1947. 


Rent  Act,  1957 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  action  taken  since  the 
inception  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957  : — 


1957 

Applications  from 

tenants  for  Certificates 


of  Disrepair  .  63 

Notices  of  proposal  to 
issue  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  .  48 

Refusals  .  1 

Withdrawn  .  2 

Undertakings  to  carry 
out  repairs  received 
from  landlords  12 

Certificates  issued  .  21 


1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

42  21  4  3  6 

52  21  4  3  6 

31  13  1  2  3 

38  8  3  1  3 
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Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  houses  improved  since  grants  were  first  com¬ 


menced  is  as  follows  : — 

Discretionary  grants  paid  .  .  14 

Standard  grants  paid  .  .  .  18 


The  number  of  houses  being  improved  is  very  few  when  viewed 
against  the  total  which  could  be  dealt  with. 

The  bad  features  of  houses,  e.g.,  darkness,  dampness,  shared 
toilet  accommodation,  extreme  deterioration  through  disrepair,  the 
lack  of  facilities  which  one  has  come  to  expect  for  decent  and  healthy 
living  such  as  a  hot  water  supply,  a  bath  or  shower,  inside  W.C. 
accommodation,  are  all  too  common. 

These  conditions  of  bad  housing  plus  overcrowding  are  known 
to  be  conducive  to  ill  health,  anti-social  behaviour  and  even  crime. 

The  standard  of  unfitness  of  a  house  determines  what  action 
shall  be  taken  to  make  it  fit.  Where  a  house  is  not  capable  of 
being  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense,  it  is  dealt  with  under  the 
Clearance  Area,  Individual  Unfit  or  Closing  Order  sections  of  the 
Housing  Acts.  Mention  has  been  made  in  the  previous  section  of 
action  taken  under  the  Rents  Act  when  only  three  Undertakings 
were  given  to  carry  out  repairs. 

Quite  a  large  number  of  defects  in  houses  are  remedied  as  the 
result  of  serving  an  Intimation  or  Abatement  Notice — 178  Intima¬ 
tions  and  44  Abatement  Notices  weie  served  during  the  year. 

These  powers  are  inadequate  to  arrest  the  decay  of  houses  and 
the  deterioration  persists  until  the  stage  is  reached  when  only  action 
for  demolition  remains.  A  further  important  factor  is  the  high 
cost  of  repairs  and  reconditioning  and  owners  only  carry  out 
repairs  under  protest. 

No  real  impact  is  being  made  upon  those  houses  which  were 
built  forty  or  more  years  ago  and  which  are  falling  into  disrepair 
and  lack  the  amenities  which  people  have  come  to  believe  is  the 
rightful  standard  to  be  expected. 

Standard  and  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  are  provided 
to  bring  this  type  of  house  up  to  the  proper  standard  but  they  are 
not  being  applied  for  in  sufficient  numbers  because  of  the  discretion 
which  is  left  to  owners  and  tenants  in  applying  for  them.  It  is 
regrettable  that  many  tenants,  whilst  appreciating  the  need  for  an 
uplift  in  the  standard  of  their  houses,  are  not  prepared  to  pay  a 
proportion  towards  the  cost  of  achieving  it  and  landlords  too 
apparently  feel  that  the  12J%  increase  on  the  rents  which  is  permit¬ 
ted,  is  not  a  sufficient  inducement. 
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It  does  seem  that,  to  prevent  the  houses  falling  into  the 
category  of  total  unfitness,  the  Local  Authorities  must  serve 
notices  requesting  the  houses  to  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  and 
in  cases  of  failure  to  carry  out  the  work,  the  Local  Authorities 
should  do  the  work  on  default  and  recover  the  cost. 

Houses  let-in  Lodgings  and  Common  Lodging  Houses 

To  avoid  confusion  as  to  what  is  meant  by  the  terms  Houses 
let-in  Lodgings  and  Common  Lodging  Houses,  I  include  here  the 
definition  of  a  Common  Lodging  House  as  defined  by  Section  235 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  a  house  (other  than  a  public 
assistance  institution)  provided  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating 
by  night  poor  persons  not  being  of  the  same  family  who  resort 
thereto  and  are  allowed  to  occupy  one  common  room  for  the 
purpose  of  sleeping  or  eating  and  including  where  part  only  of  a  house 
is  so  used,  the  part  so  used.  A  house  let-in  lodgings  is  a  house 
which,  or  a  part  of  which,  is  let-in  lodgings  or  which  is  occupied  by 
members  of  more  than  one  family.  Section  21  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1961,  makes  an  addition  to  this  definition  which  adds  a  building 
which  is  not  a  house  but  comprises  separate  dwellings. 

There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
district. 

The  Housing  Act,  1961,  gave  powers  to  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  to  make  regulations  to  provide  a  code  of 
management  to  apply  to  houses  let-in  lodgings.  Under  this  Act, 
the  Minister  made  regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  22nd 
May,  1962. 

Some  40  houses  are  known  to  the  Department  as  being  in 
multiple  occupation.  Up  to  now  we  have  had  to  rely  upon  local 
knowledge  to  know  where  such  houses  are  situated.  The  houses  are 
occupied  by  Indians,  Pakistanis,  Jamaicans,  Arabs  as  well  as  well 
as  by  English  people. 

Inspection  of  the  houses  is  taking  place  with  a  view  to  reducing 
overcrowding,  providing  the  essential  amenities,  e.g.,  cookers, 
sinks,  baths,  W.C’s.,  etc.,  relative  to  the  number  of  occupants  as 
well  as  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

Where  squalor  exists,  the  Committee  will  give  consideration  to 
the  making  of  Management  Orders. 


Intimations  and  Abatement  Notices  Served 

During  the  year  178  Intimations  were  served  for  defects 
listed  in  Table  X.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  44  Abatement  Notices 
following  non-compliance  with  Intimations. 
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Mention  has  been  made  under  Improvement  Grants,  of  notices 
which  have  been  served  for  disrepair  in  dwelling  houses.  Reference 
to  Table  X  will  indicate  the  repairs  and  improvements  which  have 
been  made  in  response  to  the  service  of  notices. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

The  Thresh  Steam  Disinfector  situated  at  the  Sewage  Works 
was  in  use  on  three  days  during  the  year  to  steam  disinfest  bedding, 
in  conjunction  with  the  treatment  of  furniture  by  Hydrogen  Cyanide 
(HCN)  before  the  removal  of  six  families  to  Council  houses. 

The  treatment  of  furniture  and  effects  with  HCN  is  carried 
out  by  a  private  company,  whilst  the  bedding  from  the  house  from 
which  the  furniture  is  removed  is  steam  disinfested.  The  operation 
of  the  disinfection  and  disinfestation  service  as  well  as  the  rodent 
service  and  spraying  of  houses  and  other  premises  for  vermin,  is 
carried  out  by  two  workmen  attached  to  the  Department. 

During  the  year  11  private  and  14  Council  houses  were  treated 
by  the  Department  with  insecticide  to  destroy  vermin  including 
fleas,  bugs,  cockroaches,  ants,  mites,  etc.  The  corresponding 
number  of  premises  treated  during  the  previous  year  was  6  private 
and  31  Council  houses. 

Advice  has  been  given  to  householders  in  many  other  cases  of 
infestation. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures 

The  district  continues  to  be  visited  by  van  dwellers  of  the 
nomad  type.  The  sites  which  have  been  visited  are  much  the  same 
as  in  previous  years. 

At  Portobello,  redevelopment  is  taking  place  following  the 
clearance  of  unfit  houses,  nevertheless  vans  appear  on  the  vacant 
parts  of  the  site  from  time  to  time.  Sites  at  Bentley  Lane  are 
used  because  of  inadequate  fencing  ;  vans  have  appeared  at  Broad 
Lane  and  Pool  Hayes  Lane  where  private  building  is  taking  place. 
Darlaston  Lane  is  not  so  much  used  since  the  County  Council 
provided  fencing.  The  verge  between  the  roadway  and  the  fencing 
is,  however,  fairly  wide  and  where  the  land  is  level,  vans  appear 
from  time  to  time.  Another  site  still  useable  by  nomads  is  Noose 
Lane.  The  safeguards  against  this  type  of  van  dweller  are  fencing, 
ditches  and  barricades. 

Resistance  to  moving  by  van  dwellers  on  request,  has  required 
22  letters  to  be  sent. 
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The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
requires  planning  permission  to  be  obtained  for  the  siting  of 
caravans  followed  by  the  issuing  of  site  licences  which  require  good 
standard  of  layout,  equipment  and  maintenance. 

One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

The  1st  July,  1962,  was  the  day  appointed  by  which  improve¬ 
ments  to  slaughterhouses  had  to  conform.  They  were  required  to 
be  brought  up  to  the  standard  required  under  the  Slaughterhouses 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1958,  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  Cruelty  Regulations,  1958. 

At  one  slaughterhouse  improvements  were  not  completed  in 
time  and  it  was  licensed  later  in  the  year.  The  other  slaughterhouse 
which  was  a  new  erection,  was  completed  on  time. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  are  situated  at  : — 

3,  Fletchers  Lane 

119,  High  Road,  Lane  Head. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  has  thus  been  reduced  from 
13  in  1938  to  2  at  the  present  time.  Even  so  this  reduced  number 
of  slaughterhouses  involves  a  large  amount  of  inspectorial  time 
in  ensuring  that  all  the  meat  slaughtered  is  inspected.  On  occasions 
slaughtering  takes  place  outside  normal  hours  on  weekdays  and 
weekends. 

There  were  873  visits  to  slaughterhouses  to  ensure  that  meat 
slaughtered  is  fit  for  human  consumption.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  last  two  years  was  as  follows  : — 


1981  1962 

633  627  Cattle — excluding  cows 

18  14  Cows 

17  11  Calves 

5,007  4,257  Sheep 

1,418  1,424  Pigs 
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Mention  was  made  last  year  of  the  decline  in  the  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  in  food  animals.  The  amount  of  meat  condemned 
at  the  slaughterhouses  as  being  unfit  was  10  cwts.  0  qrs.  9f  lbs.  as 
against  8  cwts.  0  qrs.  13f  lbs.  the  previous  year.  The  diseases  and 
conditions  which  caused  condemnation  were  as  follows  : — 


Lbs. 

Angioma  .  14 

Cirrhosis  .  99 

Pneumonia  .  18f 

Distomatosis  .  122J 

Fatty  degeneration  .  16 

Cysts  .  22f 

Parasite  .  16  \ 

Pleurisy  and 

pericarditis  .  173J 

Abscesses  .  220J 

Actino  65 

Necrosis  .  4| 

Emaciation  .  65 

Tuberculosis  .  292 


1,129J  lbs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  Act  requires  persons  slaughtering  animals  to  hold  a 
licence  expiring  yearly.  Licences  are  required  to  specify  the  kinds 
of  animals  which  may  be  slaughtered  or  stunned  and  the  types  of 
instruments  which  may  be  used  for  the  purpose.  A  licence  may  not 
be  granted  to  a  person  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  A  local 
authority  may  revoke  a  licence  if  a  person  is  not  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  hold  it. 

Any  pig  exceeding  twelve  weeks  in  age,  whether  slaughtered 
inside  or  outside  a  slaughterhouse,  must  be  slaughtered  by  humane 
methods. 

17  slaughtermen  are  now  licensed. 

Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

As  pointed  out  in  previous  years,  inspection  of  premises  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960, 
must  be  continuous.  Because  of  shortage  of  staff  and  continual 
changes  of  staff  in  food  premises,  inspection  cannot  lapse  otherwise 
there  is  a  marked  decline  in  standards. 
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Vigilance,  persistence,  patience  and  tact  are  needed  by  an 
inspector  doing  food  hygiene  work.  In  spite  of  much  preaching 
there  is  ample  evidence  that  elementary  codes  of  hygiene  are  not 
practised  and  regulations  are  not  observed.  For  instance  one  sees 
assistants  licking  their  fingers  before  handling  food,  failing  to  use 
a  wash  basin  when  one  is  provided  and  maybe  using  the  sink 
instead  in  which  food  is  prepared. 

Food  poisoning  still  causes  deaths  and  severe  illness  and  it  is 
to  try  and  stamp  out  food  poisoning  that  first-aid  outfits  are  provided 
so  that  cuts  and  sores  can  be  covered.  Managements  are  required 
to  provide  facilities  for  storing  personal  clothing  instead  of  assis¬ 
tants  leaving  it  in  food  rooms  ;  endeavours  are  made  to  provide 
wash  basins  with  hot  water,  nail  brushes,  towels  and  soap  near 
W.C’s.  so  that  faecal  contamination  shall  not  be  spread.  Assistants 
are  required  not  to  smoke  so  that  contamination  from  the  mouth 
shall  not  spread  to  food. 

Some  foods  are  more  liable  to  contamination  and  spread  of 
infection  than  others — processed  and  made-up  meat  dishes  are 
frequently  associated  with  food  poisoning. 

An  unfortunate  occurrence  took  place  during  the  year  when  one 
person  died  and  a  number  were  ill  following  the  consumption  of 
pork  pies  purchased  from  a  local  shop.  The  pies  were  supplied 
from  a  bakery  outside  the  district  and  other  persons  outside 
Willenhall  were  also  ill.  Samples  of  the  pie  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  to  contain  salmonella 
typhimurium. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a  local  shop  for  the  sale  of 
sausages  which  contained  mould  and  a  fine  of  £25  was  imposed. 

Ice-Cream 

5  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
Ice-Cream  and  16  premises  were  removed  from  the  register,  the 
total  number  of  registrations  now  being  114. 

Bacteriological  or  biochemical  samples  are  taken  by  the 
Council  and  chemical  sampling  is  done  by  the  County  Council.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  that  samples  taken  for 
biochemical  examination  are  placed  in  grades  1  to  4,  1  and  2  are 
considered  satisfactory  whilst  3  and  4  are  unsatisfactory.  Reference 
to  the  Table  will  show  the  improvement  which  has  been  made 
since  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  came  into 
operation.  Of  56  samples  taken,  there  were  no  samples  in  Grade  4 
and  only  one  in  Grade  3. 
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Where  unsatisfactory  samples  are  obtained,  careful  investiga¬ 
tion  is  made  and  follow-up  samples  are  taken  until  a  remedy  is 
found  for  the  cause  of  contamination. 


Grade 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1948— No. 

of  samples  taken- 

-  85 

27 

11 

19 

28 

1949— 

y  y 

128 

67 

29 

17 

15 

1950— 

y  > 

190 

116 

38 

21 

15 

1951— 

y  y 

89 

48 

27 

5 

9 

1952— 

y  y 

91 

49 

32 

6 

4 

1953— 

y  y 

86 

61 

22 

2 

1 

1954 

y  y 

78 

74 

2 

1 

1 

1955— 

y  y 

49 

46 

2 

0 

1 

1956— 

y  y 

85 

79 

4 

1 

1 

1957— 

y  y 

77 

68 

2 

1 

6 

1958— 

y  y 

68 

59 

5 

0 

4 

1959— 

y  y 

89 

84 

3 

1 

1 

1960— 

y  y 

98 

90 

3 

4 

1 

1961— 

y  y 

49 

44 

3 

0 

2 

1962— 

y  y 

56 

54 

1 

1 

0 

Time  taken  to  reduce 
Provisional  gradings  Methylene  Blue  Test 

1  .  .  .  4  hours  or  more 

2  .  .  .  2J  to  4  hours 

3  .  .  .  i  to  2  hours 

4  .  .  .  0  hours 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

During  the  year  42  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to 
water  closets  by  the  Council  obtaining  tenders  for  carrying  out  the 
work  and  5  were  converted  by  the  owners  with  financial  assistance 
from  the  Council.  This  assistance  amounts  to  about  half  the  cost 
and  payment  was  first  commenced  by  the  Council  towards  the  end 
of  1959.  Apart  from  isolated  instances  which  may  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  the  Health  Department  and  in  those  houses  which 
are  scheduled  for  demolition,  these  insanitary  closets  have  been 
abolished  and  converted  into  modern  water  closets. 
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They  were  installed  in  dwelling  houses  about  sixty  or  seventy 
years  ago  and  are  dependant  upon  waste  water  from  the  kitchen  sink 
to  flush  away  the  waste  matter  in  the  closet.  They  were  installed 
by  owners  of  property  for  the  principal  reason  that  an  extra  charge 
was  made  by  Water  Undertakers  for  the  use  of  water  if  a  flushing 
cistern  was  provided.  They  were  not  designed  on  hygienic  principles, 
the  quantity  of  water  used  for  flushing  is  intermittent  and  already 
contaminated  before  reaching  the  closet.  Frequent  obstructions 
and  nuisance  because  of  them  not  being  self  cleansing,  are  usual. 

The  following  table  shows  the  progress  made  in.  the  abolition 
of  this  type  of  closet  : — 


1948 

43 

1949 

76 

1950 

101 

1951 

92 

1952 

59 

1953 

67 

1954 

17 

1955 

39 

1956 

13 

1957 

23 

1958 

12 

1959 

7 

1960 

30 

1961 

10 

1962 

47 

AIR  POLLUTION 

The  Council  is  continuing  its  policy  of  placing  smoke  control 
orders  upon  both  new  council  and  private  estates  as  well  as  making 
Orders  on  existing  premises  in  order  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
district.  The  making  of  smoke  control  orders  upon  existing 
premises  involves  demands  upon  the  staff  which  is  heavily  com¬ 
mitted  upon  other  phases  of  work  particularly  housing. 

The  following  is  the  progress  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Date  of 
coming 

No.  of  into 


No.  of  S.C. A. 

Location 

premises 

operation 

Willenhall  No.  1 

New  Invention 

420 

1.10.58 

y  > 

No.  2 

High  Street 

54 

1.10.59 

y  y 

No.  3 

Clarkes  Lane 

42 

1.10.59 

y  y 

No.  4 

Greader  Street 

28 

1.10.59 

y  y 

No.  5 

Wood  Lane 

523 

1.10.59 

y  y 

No.  6 

Lichfield  Road 

500 

1.1.60 

y  y 

No.  7 

Pooles  Lane 

121 

1.1.62 

y  y 

No.  8 

Summer  Hayes 

192 

1.9.61 

y  y 

No.  9 

Straight  Road 

72 

1.9.61 

y  y 

No.  10 

Birchfield  Road 

83 

1.9.62 

y  y 

No.  11 

Bloxwich  Road  South 

28 

1.1.63 

y  y 

No.  12 

Summer  Hayes  Phases  III 

and  IV 

340 

1.9.62 

y  y 

No.  13 

Vaughan  Park 

69 

1.9.62 

y  y 

No.  14 

Mill  Lane 

150 

1.4.63 

y  y 

No.  15 

Bloxwich  Road  North 

450 

1.7.64 

The  above  covers  areas  totalling  approximately  432  acres. 
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The  making  of  smoke  control  areas  until  the  whole  of  the  town 
is  covered,  is  the  means  laid  down  in  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  by 
which  we  are  enabled  to  breathe  cleaner  air. 


Domestic  Pollution 

The  impurities  in  our  atmosphere  are  frequently  divided  in 
our  minds  into  domestic  and  industrial  pollution,  in  fact,  rather 
more  than  half  of  the  pollution  comes  from  domestic  fires — dis¬ 
charged  into  the  air  at  only  roof  height  and  heaviest  of  all  in  cold 
and  smoggy  winter  weather  (Smog  is  simply  natural  fog  laden  with 
a  concentrated  dose  of  the  pollution  we  breathe  every  day).  This 
smoke  is  more  dangerous  than  any  other  pollution  in  town  air.  It 
irritates  the  breathing  passages  and  lungs.  It  is  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  for  the  shocking  state  of  bronchitis  in  Britain,  which  is 
much  higher  than  in  other  countries  and  higher  in  towns  than  the 
countryside.  Ten  times  more  working  time  is  lost  to  industry 
each  year  through  bronchitis  and  other  chest  disorders  than  by 
strikes  or  lockouts. 

There  are  many  other  reasons  why  we  should  have  cleaner 
air — on  the  financial  aspects,  the  soot,  tar  and  oil  is  unburned  coal 
and  is  wasted  heat,  paid  for  and  not  used — smoking  chimneys  mean 
a  loss  each  year  of  10  million  tons  of  coal,  the  entire  output  of 
10,000  miners. 

It  can  be  said  that,  although  the  antagonism  of  the  domestic 
user  is  not  so  great  as  some  years  ago  when  smoke  control  areas 
were  first  introduced,  there  is  still  not  the  general  acceptance  that 
there  should  be  of  the  need  for  a  cleaner  atmosphere. 

This  seems  to  arise  from  a  number  of  matters  one  of  which  is 
that  the  insidious  and  chronic  effects  of  pollution  take  some  time 
to  become  apparent.  It  is  possible  that  the  gases  which  cannot  be 
seen  such  as  sulphur  acids,  are  more  harmful  than  visible  smoke. 
It  is  known,  however,  that  the  tarry  smoke  from  coal  fires  is  the 
main  source  of  the  hydrocarbons  found  in  town  air,  some  of  which 
give  rise  to  experimental  cancer.  The  belief  too  that  coke  gives  off 
noxious  fumes  is,  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  public,  a  long  time 
dying.  This  belief  seems  to  arise  because  of  the  emissions  from 
coke  used  in  closed  domestic  stoves  and  boilers  where  the  flues  are 
inadequate  or  obstructed. 

Another  prejudice  to  the  use  of  coke  arises  from  attempting 
to  burn  the  fuel  in  unsuitable  appliances. 
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With  regard  to  the  noxious  fume  complaint,  it  is  well  known 
that  coke  fires  emit  neither  smoke  or  tar,  whereas  coal  emits  both. 
Coal  and  coke  emit  sulphur  dioxide  but  the  smell  is  masked  by  the 
smoke  in  the  case  of  coal.  There  is  a  need  to  see  that  appliances 
are  properly  fitted  with  satisfactory  flues  whether  they  burn  coal 
or  coke. 

Suitable  appliances  are  essential  to  burn  domestic  coke 
satisfactorily,  hre  bars  with  §"  spacing  to  admit  the  extra  air  and 
an  adequate  depth  of  fire  are  necessary — the  approved  types  of 
grates  provide  these. 

Failure  to  provide  the  correct  type  of  grate  and  the  correct 
installation  of  it  will  cause  coke  to  be  regarded  as  an  inferior  fuel. 
The  proper  use  of  an  appliance  is  as  important  as  its  design  and 
installation. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  Council  have  a  reponsibility  in 
seeing  that  these  matters  receive  attention.  Pamphlets,  demonstra¬ 
tions,  persistence  and  patience  in  bringing  these  matters  to  the 
public  are  an  essential  duty  if  clean  air  is  to  become  a  worthwhile 
reality  and  accepted  with  understanding  instead  of  resentment 
by  the  public. 

Legal  Proceedings 

Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  on  one  house¬ 
holder  where  smoke  was  emitted  in  a  smoke  control  area.  This 
resulted  in  the  householder  being  fined  £5.  A  warning  is  usually 
issued  for  the  first  offence  and  proceedings  instituted  for  further 
infringements.  14  warnings  were  given. 

Industrial  Pollution 

The  Clean  Air  Act  provides  very  useful  provisions  for  the 
control  of  smoke  emission  from  furnaces  and  there  is  an  appreciation 
in  industry  that  emission  of  smoke  from  boilers  and  furnaces  is 
indicative  of  inefficiency.  The  money  which  can  be  saved  by 
proper  and  complete  combustion  has  gone  a  long  way  to  assisting 
cleaner  air  from  industry. 

There  are  still,  however,  many  processes  where  the  prevention 
of  pollution  requires  expenditure  and  the  saving  to  the  industrialist 
is  not  so  apparent.  Many  processes,  e.g.,  grinding,  foundries, 
offensive  trades  and  galvanizing,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  processes 
covered  by  the  Alkali  and  etc.  Works  Orders,  emit  pollution  to  the 
atmosphere  unless  equipment  (other  than  chimneys)  is  provided  to 
prevent  it. 
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Dust,  grit  and  gaseous  matters  from  these  processes  are  not 
so  precisely  dealt  with  by  the  Clean  Air  Act  as  the  pollution 
arising  from  combustion  and  it  will  be  recalled  that  the  Beaver 
Committee,  which  prepared  the  report  upon  which  the  Clean  Air 
Act  was  largely  based,  were  of  the  opinion  that  by  the  end  of  ten  to 
fifteen  years  the  total  smoke  in  all  heavily  polluted  areas  would  be 
reduced  by  something  of  the  order  of  80%  and  the  Committee  also 
pointed  out  that  there  was  not  yet  the  knowledge  to  deal  with  the 
whole  problem  of  gaseous  pollution. 

In  these  processes  not  involving  combustion,  the  means  to 
prevent  pollution  are  available  (expensive  though  they  are)  and  the 
legal  powers  are  not  as  strong  as  say  the  provisions  in  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956,  which  deal  with  smoke,  grit  and  dust  arising  from 
furnaces. 

New  Furnaces 

Under  Section  3  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  manufacturers 
are  required  to  notify  the  installation  of  new  furnaces — 7  such 
notifications  were  received. 

This  requirement  to  notify  the  Local  Authority  does  not, 
however,  apply  to  the  domestic  type  of  furnace  which  does  not 
exceed  a  rated  output  of  55,000  British  Thermal  Units  an  hour. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  to  install 
furnaces  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  under  Section 
3(2)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

After  the  5th  July,  1963,  certificates  of  exemption  cannot  be 
renewed.  After  that  date  furnaces  must  be  altered  or  equipped 
to  comply  with  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations, 
1958. 

Exemption  Certificates 

Two  Certificates  were  granted  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  a  cupola  was  fitted  with  a  wet  spark  arrestor. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Recording  Apparatus 

The  Council  has  continued  as  a  constituent  member  of  the 
Standing  Conference  of  Co-operating  Bodies  of  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  At  the  end  of  1960,  this 
organisation  appointed  a  Working  Party  to  investigate  the  methods 
of  measuring  air  pollution.  The  report  concluded  that  the  lead 
peroxide  gauge  method  of  recording  sulphur  dioxide  pollution  was 
not  sufficiently  specific  for  present-day  requirements.  It  was 
decided  that  the  combined  daily  volumetric  apparatus  for  measuring 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  was  the  most  suitable  apparatus  for  use 
in  a  national  survey. 
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A  further  recommendation  of  the  Working  Party  was  that  the 
Deposit  Gauge  which  is  used  for  recording  soluble  and  insoluble 
deposit  should  only  be  used  for  special  surveys. 

In  view'  of  these  recommendations,  the  Council  revised  its 
programme  and  the  gauges  in  operation  after  the  alteration  are  as 
follows  : — 

Market  Place — Deposit  Gauge 

Willenhall  Comprehensive  School — Deposit  Gauge 

John  Harper  &  Co.  Ltd. — Deposit  Gauge  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 

Volumetric  Analysis  Equipment. 

The  Council  is  again  indebted  to  Messrs.  John  Harper  & 
Co.  Ltd.  and  to  the  Headmaster  and  Staff  of  the  Willenhall 
Comprehensive  School  for  carrying  out  the  analysis  of  the  gauges. 

Gauge  Readings 

The  following  are  readings  of  the  Deposit  Gauges  in  the  Market 
Place  and  Clarkes  Lane  for  thirteen  completed  years  : — 

Average  total  soluble  and  insoluble 
matter  in  tons  per  square  mile 


Market  Place 

Clarkes  Lane 

1950 

31.21 

33.55  per  month 

1951 

27.39 

31.265 

y  > 

1952 

22.64 

24.29 

)  j 

1953 

21.74 

16.53 

y ) 

1954 

20.08 

15.73 

) ) 

1955 

19.536 

17.48 

) ) 

1956 

17.72 

13.245 

y ) 

1957 

15.425 

13.046 

)  y 

1958 

20.179 

21.305 

y  y 

1959 

23.88 

20.04 

y  y 

1960 

18.59 

15.61 

y  y 

1961 

16.407 

13.754 

y  y 

1962 

15.73 

12.93 

y  y 

FACTORIES 

During  the  year  there  were  189  inspections  of  factories  and 
9  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  There  are 
296  factories  in  the  district.  A  wide  variety  of  articles  are  manu¬ 
factured  in  the  district  including  locks,  drop  forgings,  brass  and 
malleable  iron  castings. 

There  are  4  outworkers. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  in  April,  1952,  aims  at 
securing  that  all  animals,  birds  and  fishes,  shall  be  kept  in  suitable 
premises,  that  they  shall  be  properly  fed,  that  they  shall  not  be 
sold  at  too  early  an  age,  that  precautions  shall  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  disease,  and  that  suitable  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
injury  in  the  case  of  fire. 

The  Council  have  registered  3  shops  during  the  year. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

There  do  not  appear  to  be  any  premises  for  the  manufacture 
of  furniture,  bedding,  toys,  etc.  (in  which  filling  is  used),  neither 
are  there  premises  where  filling  is  manufactured.  There  are, 
therefore,  no  premises  subject  to  registration  or  annual  licensing. 
There  are  5  premises  concerned  with  the  furniture  trade  where 
filling  is  used  or  sold. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  a  piped  water 
supply.  Although  all  the  houses  have  a  piped  water  supply 
available,  not  all  have  water  laid  to  the  inside  of  the  houses. 
Supplies  in  some  instances  are  laid  to  shared  wash-houses.  In 
these  cases  the  houses  are  scheduled  for  action  by  demolition  or 
clearance  area  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

Five  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  by 
Inspectors  in  addition  to  the  hourly  tests  by  the  Baths  Manager. 
The  samples  showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory.  No  complaints 
were  received  from  users  of  the  baths. 

The  Baths  have  a  capacity  of  84,500  gallons  and  are  equipped 
with  water  showers  and  footbaths.  Water  is  maintained  at  a 
temperature  of  74°-76°  F.  Chlorine  pressure  air  scoured  filters 
are  provided.  Complete  recirculation  of  the  water  takes  place 
every  3J  hours  and  free  chlorine  is  maintained  at  1.50  to  2.00  parts 
per  million. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

The  kind  of  noise  which  the  Public  Health  Department  is  called 
upon  to  deal  with  is  sound  undesired  by  the  recipient.  In  this 
mechanical  age  it  is  understandable  that  there  is  a  greater  conscious¬ 
ness  of  noise  and  there  is  a  greater  demand  for  its  abatement. 

Many  factors  come  to  mind  when  noise  is  considered — whether 
it  is  unnecessary,  excessive  or  unreasonable.  The  means  to  bring 
about  its  suppression  are  involved  and  complicated — more  so  than 
many  other  environmental  matters. 

The  distance  from  the  source  of  noise  is  of  obvious  importance 
and  this  immediately  suggests  consideration  in  the  planning  stage 
whether  the  noise  source  be  of  an  industrial  or  entertainment 
description. 

Processes  such  as  drop  forging  and  sheet  metal  work,  for 
instance,  which  are  carried  on  at  many  factories  in  the  district, 
present  great  difficulty  when  placed  near  residential  areas,  the 
processes  themselves  are  noisy  and  the  buildings  do  not  call  for 
more  than  rudimentary  construction.  In  drop  forging,  particularly, 
plenty  of  ventilation  and  fresh  air  are  necessary  requirements  and 
the  usual  structure  is  of  galvanised  sheeting.  Sound  insulation  is, 
therefore,  negligible. 

During  the  year  4  complaints  were  investigated. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 

Two  men  continue  as  previously,  to  carry  out  rodent  work  as 
well  as  disinfestation  and  disinfection  duties.  Prompt  attention  is 
given  to  complaints.  The  treatment  of  dwelling  houses  for  rats 
and  mice  has  continued  free  of  charge.  The  treatment  of  business 
premises  is  carried  out  after  the  proprietor  has  agreed  to  pay  the 
cost  of  time  and  materials.  Some  concerns  engage  private  firms 
who  undertake  routine  treatment  as  well  as  treatment  upon 
complaint. 

“Warfarin”  bait  has  again  been  used  generally  in  dwellings 
and  business  premises.  With  this  bait  there  is  no  necessity  for 
prebaiting  and  the  risk  to  human  beings  is  negligible.  In  very 
damp  conditions,  e.g.,  sewers  and  the  river  Tame,  Warfarin  is  not 
recommended  and  zinc  phosphide  and  arsenic  have  been  used.  The 
Health  Committee  was  considering  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
use  of  fluoracetamide.  This  has  the  advantage  over  other  poisons 
used  in  sewers  in  that  only  one  baiting  is  required,  thus  enabling 
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a  considerable  saving  in  time  as  with  other  poisons  it  is  usual  to 
prebait  twice  before  poisoning.  The  time  involved  in  raising 
manhole  covers  when  treating  sewers  is  considerably  reduced. 
Extra  precautions  need  to  be  taken  by  operators  when  using 
Fluoracetamide. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  is  given  below,  whilst  a 
detailed  report  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  report. 


12  months  to  12  months  to 


All  Premises 

31.12.61 

31.12.62 

T  .  1  Notified 

151 

222 

Inspections  <  _ 

1  Surveys 

455 

320 

Infested  with  - 

152 

157 

{  Mice 

61 

85 

Re-visits 

1,221 

1,060 

Prebaits  laid  for  Rats 

823 

709 

Poison  bait  takes 

801 

787 

Poison  baits  laid  for  Mice 

1,407 

1,565 
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Table  I. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1962 


Births 

Live  Births . 

Still  births . 

Deaths 

All  Causes  . 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria . 

Tuberculosis 

Influenza  . 

Smallpox  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  Polioencephalitis) 
Pneumonia 

Notifications  ( Corrected )  Case  Rates 

Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria . 

Erysipelas  . 

Smallpox  . 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  Polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic . 

Non-Paralytic  . 

Food  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Tuberculosis  : — Respiratory 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Other 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age  . 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
under  2  years  of  age 


Maternal  causes,  excluding  abortion 

Due  to  Abortion 

Total  Maternal  Mortality  . 


WILLENHALL 

ENGLAND 
AND  WALES 

Rates  per  1,000  1 

dome  Population 

19.73 

18.0 

0.33 

18.1  ( a ) 

14.43 

11.9 

0.12 

0.12 

0.47 

0.18 

0.06 

0.62 

0.06 

0.65 

0.44 

0.09 

Rates  per  1,000  live  births 

19.50 

21.4  ( b ) 

2.79 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England 

and  Wales.  Rates  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births. 

— 

0.28 

— 

0.07 

— 

0.35 

(a)  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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Table  II. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WILLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DURING  1962 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  Other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

9 

W 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

5 

7 

12 

Cancer  of  Lung,  Bronchus 

15 

1 

16 

Cancer  of  Breast . 

— 

9 

9 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer  all  other  sites 

17 

15 

32 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 

— 

2 

2 

Diabetes  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

21 

38 

Heart  Diseases  . 

52 

34 

86 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . 

11 

12 

23 

Influenza . 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

11 

5 

16 

Bronchitis  . 

25 

5 

30 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

3 

— 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

2 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

3 

1 

4 

All  other  Accidents  .  . 

6 

4 

10 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  causes . 

11 

6 

17 

All  Causes 

194 

135 

329 
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QUARTERLY  SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS  ARRANGED  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  1962 


Total 

deaths 

under  1 

year 

o 

CO 

H 

rH 

r-H 

9—12 

months 

filial 

r-H 

CO 

cj 

r-H 

1 

pH 

I 

CO 
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1 

3— fi 
months 

' 

oq 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1—3 

months 

l  1  1  ~  1  l 

rH 

Total 
deaths 
under  1 
month 

i o 

' 

1 

1 

- 

r-H 

CO 

3—4 

weeks 

1  1  1  1  1  1 

' 

2—3 

weeks 

1  1  1  1  !  1 

1 

1—2 

weeks 

1  1  1  1  I  1 

1 

Under 

1  week 

-  1  1  1  1  1 

rH 

Under 

1  day 

• 

1 

' 

1 

lO 

Cause  of  Death 

Prematurity 

Pneumonia 

Asphyxia 

Pyelonephritis 

Gastro  Enteritis 

Atelectasis  . 

Total 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1982  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia 

Food  Poisoning 

Total 
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Table  VI. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


in  Willenhall  (including  the  former  Short  Heath  U.D.)  showing  the 
new  cases  notified  and  the  deaths  each  year  since  the  commencement 

of  compulsory  notification 


YEAR 

NEV 

/  CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

1912  . 

85 

— 

19 

1 

1913  . 

87 

24 

22 

13 

1914  . 

66 

22 

21 

13 

1915  . 

55 

11 

13 

12 

1916  . 

65 

13 

23 

11 

1917  . 

71 

18 

28 

6 

1918  . 

56 

8 

44 

4 

1919  . 

29 

6 

20 

7 

1920  . 

29 

6 

14 

4 

1921  . 

24 

— 

24 

2 

1922  . 

55 

15 

34 

7 

1923  . 

45 

12 

30 

9 

1924  . 

19 

5 

27 

5 

1925  . 

67 

14 

25 

10 

1926  . 

71 

11 

24 

5 

1927  . 

25 

12 

25 

4 

1928  . 

39 

12 

17 

3 

1929  . 

40 

9 

34 

3 

1930  . 

42 

3 

29 

3 

1931  . 

36 

5 

27 

1 

1932  . 

36 

3 

16 

6 

1933  . 

41 

11 

26 

4 

1934  . 

45 

5 

14 

5 

1935  . 

33 

9 

25 

5 

1936  . 

47 

5 

11 

3 

1937  . 

44 

8 

25 

6 

1938  . 

45 

8 

22 

6 

1939  . 

30 

7 

20 

3 

1940  . 

40 

5 

24 

3 

1941  . 

40 

9 

25 

9 

1942  . 

38 

7 

23 

— 

1943  . 

49 

12 

18 

3 

1944  . 

42 

10 

19 

3 

1945  . 

30 

4 

25 

— 

1946 

35 

9 

20 

1 

1947  . 

40 

9 

20 

7 

1948  . 

41 

3 

25 

3 

1949  . 

34 

2 

11 

— 

1950  . 

31 

1 

12 

— 

1951  . 

34 

3 

10 

— 

1952  . 

32 

1 

8 

2 

1953  . 

47 

3 

9 

— 

1954  . 

36 

1 

4 

— 

1955  . 

26 

1 

1 

— 

1956  . 

19 

3 

4 

— 

1957  . 

25 

2 

2 

— 

1958  . 

17 

2 

4 

— 

1959  . 

16 

— 

4 

— 

1960  . 

17 

— 

1 

— 

1961  . 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1962  . 

15 

3 

4 

— 

42 


Table  VII.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  FROM  1952-1962 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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TABLE  IX 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  ROUTINE  VISITS  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

Complaints,  requests  for  visits  of  Inspectors  made  to  the 

Health  Department  .  2,190 

Primary  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  .  .  .  1,716 

Revisits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,736 

Water  Supply  .  7 

Drainage .  120 

Offensive  Trades .  88 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds .  213 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  .  .  .  .  203 

Smoke  Observations  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Shops  (Sanitary  Provisions  of  Shops  Acts)  .  .  .  299 

Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  23 

Butchers’  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  98 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Rats  and  Mice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

Grocers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

Food  Preparation  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  68 

Fishmongers  and  Poultry  Dealers  .  .  .  .  12 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Ice-cream  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  196 

Slaughterhouses .  .  .  .  .  .  .  873 

Market  Stalls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  835 

Restaurants  .  .  15 

Hawkers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Visits  to  Works  in  Progress  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Verminous  Premises  .  .  .  13 

Visits  regarding  disinfestation  prior  to  removal  of  tenants  .  145 

Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  270 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Waste  Water  Closets  and  Water  closets  .  90 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  .  .  ......  .  1,938 

Number  of  Intimation  Notices  served  178 

Number  of  Intimation  Notices  Complied  with  .  195 

Number  of  Abatement  Notices  Served  .  44 

Number  of  Abatement  Notices  Complied  with  .  122 
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TABLE  X 


PRINCIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  BY  COMPLIANCE 

WITH  NOTICES 

Dwelling  Houses 
Internal 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  or  brickwork  .  .  .  31 

Doors  and  window  frames  .  38 

Defective  firegrate  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Floors  .  .  19 

Stairs  .  .  .  .  .  ......  .  2 

Dampness  .  4 

Cellar  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

External 

Roofs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Chimneys  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Eavesguttering  and  down  spouting  .  33 

Drainage  .  10 

Fractured  and  defective  brickwork  .  8 

Pointing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Paving  .  3 

Washing  Accommodation 

Washing  boilers  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Sink .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Insufficient  or  defective  W.C’s .  16 

Defective  cisterns  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Defective  waste  water  closets  .  4 

Accumulations  . 2 

Miscellaneous  .  6 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  22 
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Food  Premises — including  Butchers,  Grocers,  Fried  Fish  Shops, 

Bakehouses,  Licensed  Premises. 


Internal 

Dirty  condition  of  rooms  .  .  11 

Preparation  tables  .  .  .  7 

Storage 
Ceilings 
Shelving 


Washing  Accommodation 

Absence  of  washing  facilities 
Absence  of  or  defective  water  supply 
“Wash  your  Hands”  notices 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

Dirty  condition  of  W.C .  .  .  .  .  1 

First-Aid  Kit 

Deficient  or  absent .  .  .  .  .  .  7 


TABLE  XI 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

Cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 


53  Tins  Meat  .  .  1  3  OJ 

13  Tins  and  Cartons  Fish  .  .  13  19 

56  Tins  Fruit  and  Vegetables  .  2  2J 

6  Tins  Milk  .  .  .  7 


4  1  Of 


Other  foods  condemned  consisted  of  Tongue,  Fish,  Sweets,  Jam, 
etc. 


1  cwt.  3  qrs.  7  lbs. 
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Table  XI  . — continued 

PARTICULARS  OF  CARCASES  INSPECTED,  TOGETHER  WITH  F ARTICULARS  OF  CARCASES  OR 
PARTS  THEREOF  CONDEMNED,  IN  FORM  REQUIRED  BY  THE  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH 
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TABLE  XII 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES  FOR  THE  METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST 


1962 

No.  taken 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

January  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

April 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May 

16 

15 

1 

— 

— 

June 

16 

15 

— 

1 

— 

July  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August  . 

8 

8 

— 

September 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

October  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

December 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

56 

54 

1 

1 

— 

Taken  in  1961 

49 

44 

3 

— 

2 

No.  of  Ice-Cream  Premises  registered  for  sale  of  Ice-Cream 


during  1962  .  5 

No.  of  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream  .  114 


REGISTRATION  OF  HAWKERS 

No.  of  Hawkers  registered  during  1962  under  the  Willenhall 

Urban  District  Council  Act  .  3 


TABLE  XIII 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES  AND  ARTICLES 

N umber  of  houses  disinfected  with  F ormalin  or  F ormaldehy de  2 

Number  of  houses  sprayed  with  Insecticide  to  destroy  vermin 
including  fleas,  bugs,  cockroaches,  woodworm,  mites,  etc.  : 

Private  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Council  .  .  .  .  14 

Articles  disinfected  and  disinfested — bundles  of  bedding,  etc.  31 
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TABLE  XIV 

SAMPLING  BY  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AUTHORITY 
(Staffordshire  County  Council) 


List  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  1962  : — 


Milk 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  1 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  8 

Pasteurised  .  5 

Sterilised  4 


18 

All  genuine  except  one  sample  of  T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
which  was  19.0%  deficient  in  fat. 

General  Foods 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  75 

Number  of  samples  genuine  69 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  6 


Classification  of  General  Foods 

Shredless  Orange  Marmalade 
Creamed  Rice  Milk  Pudding 

(3  samples) 

Cheese  Filled  Biscuits 
Coffee 

Sweetened  Shortcake  Biscuits 
Salmon  Spread 
Stewed  Steak  in  Gravy 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Curry  Powder 
Cut  Mixed  Peel 

Fish  Paste-Salmon  and  Shrimp 
Processed  Peas 
Butter 
Corned  Beef 

Menthol  and  Eucalyptus 

Pastilles  BPC 

Castor  Oil  BP 
Compound  Glycerine  of 

Thymol  BPC 
Spirit  of  Sal  Volatile  BPC 
Ammoniated  Tincture  of 

Quinine  BPC  (2  samples) 
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Chopped  Ham  and  Pork 

Cheese  Crisps 

Fruit  Flavoured  Drink 

Lemon  Kali 

Cheese  Spread 

Cream  of  Tomato  Soup 

Lamb  Tongues 

Strawberries  in  heavy  Syrup 

Roast  Pork  Dripping 

Cod-Roe 

Strawberry  and  Cream  Sweets 

Vegetable  Oil 

Apple  Puree 

Fish  Cakes 

Parsley  Sauce  Mix 

Parrish  Food  BPC 

Pork  Brawn 

Instant  Coffee 

Malt  Vinegar 

Mint  in  Vinegar 

Orange  Squash 

Pure  Glycerine  BP 

Lemon  Juice  Compound 


Linseed  Liquorice  and 

Chloroform  Lozenges 
White  Embrocation  BPC 
Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Cream  BP 
Rum  and  Lemon  Liquid  Centres 
Ox  Tongue  and  Beef 
Pickled  Red  Cabbage 
Grapefruit  Sections  in  Syrup 
Pork  Sausages  containing 

preservative  (3  samples) 

Table  Jelly — Lemon 
Mincemeat  (2  samples) 

Lemon  Drink 
Pease  Pudding 
Sponge  Drops 

Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples 

3  C/L — Cheese  Filled  Biscuits— Formal 
Contained  a  filling  not  made  of  fat  derived  Description  on 
wholly  from  cheese  packets  amended 

16  C/N — Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine  BPC — Informal 
Contained  only  0.66%  W/V  Ammonia  Cautioned.  Very 

instead  of  not  less  than  0.85%  W/V  old  stock  Withdrawn 

from  sale. 

41  C/O — Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine  BPC — Formal 
Contained  only  0.64%  W/V  Ammonia  Cautioned.  Very 

instead  of  not  less  than  0.85%  W/V  old  stock.  Withdrawn 

from  sale. 

47  C/N — Cheese  Crisps — Formal 
Described  as  “made  with  real  cheese’ 
which  might  be  regarded  as  misleading 
as  analysis  shows  sample  to  contain 

95%  of  ingredients  other  than  cheese.  Labels  amended. 

15  C/Q — Strawberries  and  Cream  Sweets — Formal 
Did  not  contain  sufficient  cream  to  justify 
the  claim  “containing  real  cream’’  or 
the  description  “Strawberries  and 
Cream  Sweets’’  Labels  amended. 

47  C/R — Savoury  Minced  Steak — Formal 

Sample  10.7%  deficient  of  its  proper  Old  Stock.  To  await 
proportion  of  meat  Regulations  of  Food 

Standards  Committee 
regarding  tinned 
meat. 


Spaghetti 
Bolognese  Sauce 
Non-Alcoholic  Ginger  Beverage 
Solid  Pack  Apples 
Savoury  Minced  Steak 
Ravioli  in  rich  Tomato  Sauce 
Evaporated  Milk 
Corned  Beef 
Lard 

Rock  Buns  Mixture 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Coffee  Flip 
Milk  Rings 
Anchovy  Paste 
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As  gauge  readings  were  discontinued  at  the  end  of  August,  total  readings  for  1962  are  not  included 


Table  XVII. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1962 


TYPE 

OF  PRO 

PERTY 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All  other 
(includ¬ 
ing 

business 

premises) 

Total 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District 

10 

10,344 

1,000 

11,350 

5 

2.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  following  notification 

1 

176 

43 

220 

F ound  to  be  infested  by  — 

Rats  . 

1 

99 

29 

129 

Mice  . 

— 

40 

14 

54 

— • 

3.  Total  number  of  properties 
insDected  in  course  of  survey  . 

2 

212 

214 

Found  to  be  infested  by  : — 

Rats  . 

2 

24 

26 

Mice  . 

— 

12 

— 

12 

— 

4.  Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  when  visi¬ 
ted  for  other  purposes . 

27 

265 

292 

Found  to  be  infested  by  : — - 
Rats  . 

_ 

3 

9 

12 

Mice  . 

— 

9 

10 

19 

— 

5.  Total  inspections  carried  out 
including  re-inspections 

45 

1,236 

512 

1,793 

— 

(1  Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority 

3 

187 

62 

252 

— 

7.  Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatments 

10 

189 

87 

286 

— 

8.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  cases  in  which  de¬ 
fault  action  was  taken  follow¬ 
ing  issue  of  notice 

— 

_ 

_ 

. 

r 

10.  Legal  proceedings 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

11.  Number  of  “block”  control 
schemes  carried  out 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

— — 

River  Tame 

Number  of  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Number  of  pre-baits  laid  .  .  .  .  .  1,198 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  .  .  .  .  300 
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